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The University of Dayton

News Release
April 14, 1992
Contact: Rosemary Harty

UD TO GRANT HONORARY DEGREES TO
COACH, ADVOCATE AND THEOLOGIAN

DAYTON, Ohio -- A football legend, an advocate for the handicapped whose program
has touched more than a million lives, and an internationally recognized Roman Catholic
theologian will be awarded honorary degrees from the University of Dayton this month.
The degrees will be conferred during the April26 commencement to Chuck Noll, UD
alumnus and former Pittsburgh Steelers coach; Jo Geiger, executive director of AIM for the
Handicapped, a Dayton-based non-profit agency; and the Rev. Avery Dulles, S.J., the
Laurence J. McGinley Professor of Religion and Society at Fordham University and nationally
respected Catholic theologian.
A Cleveland native, Noll studied education at UD, where he also served as captain of
the football team. He graduated in 1953 and launched a career in professional football
beginning as a guard and linebacker with the Cleveland Browns. After stints with the
coaching staffs of the Los Angeles Chargers and the Baltimore Colts, Noll was named head
coach of the Pittsburgh Steelers in 1969.
Noli is recognized in sports history as the man who shaped the Steelers dynasty of the
1970s, in which the Steelers made the playoffs eight consecutive times and won an
unmatched four Super Bowl championships in six years. He retired this year with an
overall record that established him today as the fifth most winning coach in history.
Noll has made significant contributions of his time and effort to special events, development
campaigns and alumni functions of the University.
Originally from Lousiville, Jo Geiger, known as "Doctor Jo" to her many friends,
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came to Dayton to take a course offered at the University of Dayton. A job driving mentally
retarded children to school led to a job teaching music to the children. And within a few
years, Geiger abandoned a lucrative job with the Montgomery County Board of Education for
sketchy dream of enhancing the lives of handicapped children and adults, and a $100 weekly
salary.
Geiger's dream today is a nationally recognized organization called "Adventures in
Movement," a program that now reaches 1.3 million children and adults in every major
American city and in five foreign countries.
Geiger's organization occupies a small, unassuming building in southeast Dayton and
operates on a shoestring budget with a small staff. Yet Geiger's program is being
implemented from Los Angeles to Egypt, and her reputation has attracted support from
nationally known sports figures including baseball Hall of Fame member Joe Morgan, who
described her as "a lady you can't say no to."
"She has a way of getting out of you exactly what she wants for those handicapped
kids," he said.
Lutheran scholar Richard Neuhaus has called the Rev. Avery Dulles "almost certainly
the most widely respected Roman Catholic theologian in the country." A native of Auburn,
N.Y., Dulles was educated in New York City, Switzerland and New England. He graduated
from Harvard and began law school when World War II interrupted his studies. He served
four years in the U.S. Navy, emerging with the rank of lieutenant. At the war's end, he
entered the novitiate of the Society of Jesus and was ordained to the priesthood in 1956.
Dulles has had a distinguished academic career, serving on the faculty of Woodstock
College and Catholic University before joining Fordham in 1988. He is the author of 18
books and more than 500 articles on theological topics.
More than 1,500 undergraduate, graduate and doctoral degrees will be awarded to UD
students at 9 a.m. April 26.

- 30For more information call Chuck Noll at (412) 323-1200, Jo Geiger at (513) 294-4611 and
the Rev. Avery Dulles, S.J., at (212) 579-2761.

